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Threads 
International Learners 

• Diversity & Mutual Respect  

• Sustainability and Ecology 

• Community and collaboration 

Aspirational Leaders 

• Responsibility and respect 

• Creativity, innovation and 
curiosity 

• Confidence and resilience 

Literacy Champions  

• Love of reading and language 

• Confident, articulate speakers 

• Creative and adaptive authors 
 

 

“Empowering children to shape the world of tomorrow” 

Intent  

History at Elmridge Primary School aims to provide our students with an understanding of the history of Britain, the world 

and our local area with a secure understanding of the chronology of key time periods. Our topics provide the children with 

key knowledge and vocabulary that will enable them to develop their historical skills. These skills will ensure the children 

have the confidence to think critically, make links, ask questions, consider evidence, analyse arguments and begin to 

develop their own judgement. Our curriculum has been planned using enquiry questions which will further support the 

children to develop a solid understanding of important individuals, events and places that have shaped Britain and the 

world today. This knowledge will provide them with a starting point on which they will build upon as they continue their 

journeys.  

Key historical threads – monarchy, innovation, invasions and settlements.  
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History unit Overview 

Year Group Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery All About Me 
 

Nursery Rhymes  
 

My Town 
Journeys  

Reception  My Family  
 

Fairy Tales  
Growth & Change  

My Country  
Adventure  

Year 1 Toys Monarchy Inventors  

Year 2 Great Fire of London  Hospitals and Healthcare Manchester – Local Study 

Year 3 Stone Age to Iron Age Romans Railways 

Year 4 Egyptians  Anglo-Saxons Reigns 

Year 5 Ancient Greeks Vikings Industrial Revolution – Local study 

Year 6 Early Islamic Civilisation Medicine through time World War II 

 

 

Development Matters/ Early Learning Goals 

History Objectives by Year Group - National Curriculum 2014 

 Nursery 
  

Autumn All about Me 
 
 
 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history, e.g. children will spend time talking about photos 
and memories of their family. 
Learn about the history of some key historical events e.g. Bonfire Night. 

Spring  Nursery Rhymes  
 

Texts are shared which help children begin to develop and understanding of past and present. 
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Year 1 

Autumn Toys Local Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life 

Spring 
 

Monarchy British Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 
The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. 

Summer My Community 
Journeys 

Show an interest in different occupations and talk about how these roles have changed over time with a focus of 
doctors and nurses.  
Discuss how transport has changed over time. Think about how people travel now and compares this to how people 
used to travel a long time ago. 

 Reception 

  

Autumn My Family Name and describe people who are familiar to them and talk about members of their immediate family and 
community.  
Learn about the history of some key historical events e.g. Bonfire Night. 

Spring  Fairy Tales  
 
 
 
 
Growing and Changing 

Compare and contrasting characters from stories including figures from the past, e.g. share texts that help children 
begin to develop their understanding of the past and present.  
Children will look at stories with themes such as bravery, difficult choices and kindness, and talk about their 
experiences within these theme.  
Children will be introduced to characters from the past using songs, poems, puppets, role play etc.  
Children will look at how they have changed as a baby to now through images and stories. 

Summer Homes  
Adventure  

Present children with pictures, stories and artefacts of familiar situations from the past, e.g. homes, schools and 
transport.  
Children will have opportunities to talk about experiences that are familiar to them and how these may have 
differed from the past. 
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Summer Inventors  Worldwide 
Local  

Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. 
Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

 

Year 2 

Autumn Great Fire of London British Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

Spring 
 

Hospitals and 
Healthcare 

British The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. 
 

Summer Manchester  Local Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 

Year 3 

Autumn Stone Age to Iron 
Age. 

British Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

Spring 
 

Romans  British  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

Summer Railways British A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

 

Year 4 

Autumn Ancient Egyptians Worldwide The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China. 

Spring 
 

Anglo-Saxons British Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 
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Summer Reigns British  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

 

 

Year 5 

Autumn Ancient Greeks Worldwide Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world. 

Spring 
 

Vikings British  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. 

Summer Industrial Revolution Local  A local history study. 

 

 

Year 6 

Autumn Early Islamic 
civilisation 
 

Worldwide A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 
900-1300. 

Spring 
 

Medicine through 
time 

British  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Summer World War II British  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

 

 

Historical Concept Progression by Year Group  

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
       

Chronological 
Understanding 

To use and 
understand words 
and phrases that 

Use words and 
phrases to show the 
passing of time. 

Order dates on simple 
time lines 

Sequencing events, 
artefacts or historical 

Sequencing events, 
artefacts or historical 
figures on a timeline 

Sequencing events, 
artefacts or historical 
figures on a timeline 

Sequencing events, 
artefacts or historical 
figures on a timeline 



Subject Overview - History 

show present and 
past.  
Describe changes 
that are and have 
happened.  

Put a few simple 
pictures or artefacts 
in chronological 
order. 
Describe memories 
and changes that 
have happened in 
their own lives. 

Sequence some key 
pictures from 
different periods 
Describe memories 
and changes that have 
happened in their 
own lives and within 
their local area.  
Use key words and 
phrases to show 
passing of time. 

figures on a timeline 
with key date 
landmarks. 
Understanding & using 
AD & BC on a timeline. 
Understanding that 
different events & 
period of history 
occurred at the same 
time. 
Understand that dates 
of time periods differ 
around the world. 
Describing changes over 
a period of history 

Understanding & using 
AD & BC on a timeline 
Understanding that 
different events & 
period of history 
occurred at the same 
time. 
Describing changes over 
a period of history. 
Understand that dates 
of time periods differ 
around the world. 
 

Understanding & using 
AD & BC on a timeline 
Understanding that 
different events & 
period of history 
occurred at the same 
time 
Describing changes over 
a period of history 
Being aware that BC is 
also being referred to as 
BCE.  
To be able to create an 
accurate timeline with 
equal intervals of time. 

Understanding & using 
AD & BC on a timeline 
Understanding that 
different events & 
period of history 
occurred at the same 
time. 
Describing changes over 
a period of history 
Being aware that BC is 
also being referred to as 
BCE. 
To be able to create an 
accurate timeline with 
equal intervals of time. 

Historical 
Communications 

To talk about events 
that have happened 
in the past using 
accurate terminology. 

Use key vocabulary 
and begin using 
historical terminology 
related to the topic. 
Communicate about 
the past (talk, write, 
drama, draw) 

Use key words and 
phrases to show 
passing of time. 
Use key historical 
terminology related 
to the topic. 
Communicate about 
the past. 

Using key vocabulary & 
terms and explaining 
the definition of some 
words. 
Presenting, 
communicating & 
organising ideas about 
the past. 
Presenting 
ideas/research or 
projects. 

Using key vocabulary & 
terms and to explain the 
definition of most 
words. 
Presenting, 
communicating & 
organising ideas about 
the past.  Presenting 
ideas/research or 
projects. 

Using key vocabulary & 
terms and to explain the 
definition of words. 
Presenting, 
communicating & 
organising ideas about 
the past. Presenting 
ideas/research or 
projects. 

Using key vocabulary & 
terms and to explain the 
definition of words. 
Presenting, 
communicating & 
organising ideas about 
the past. Presenting 
ideas/research or 
projects 

Historical 
Interpretations 

To use photos and 
pictures to find out 
about the past.  
To know that we can 
use pictures to tell us 
what has happened.  

Use photos, pictures 
& artefacts to find 
out about the past. 
Know we can learn 
about the past from 
different sources 
(pictures, artefacts, 
letters) 

Use artefacts/pictures 
to find out about the 
past. 
Use these 
artefacts/pictures to 
make assumptions. 
Know there are 
different source types 
that can be used to 
describe the past.  
 

Finding & analysing a 
wide range of evidence 
about the past. 
Consider the reliability 
of sources and potential 
bias.  

Finding & analysing a 
wide range of evidence 
about the past. 
Looking at two versions 
of the same event or 
story in history & 
identifying the 
differences.  
Consider reliability and 
bias of sources. 
Explaining some of the 
reasons why different 
accounts of history 
exist. 
 

Finding & analysing a 
wide range of evidence 
about the past. 
Looking at two versions 
of the same event or 
story in history & 
identifying the 
differences. 
Consider reliability and 
bias of sources. 
Explaining some of the 
reasons why different 
accounts of history 
exist. 
 

Finding & analysing a 
wide range of evidence 
about the past. 
Looking at two versions 
of the same event or 
story in history & 
identifying the 
differences. 
Consider reliability and 
bias of sources. 
Explaining some of the 
reasons why different 
accounts of history 
exist. 
 

Historical 
Knowledge 

To know we are in 
the present.  
To learn about key 
events such as 

Recognise the 
difference between 
past and present. 

Recognise the 
similarities and 
differences between 

Explain how people & 
events have caused 
changes & influenced 
our lives today. 

Explaining how people 
& events have caused 
changes & influenced 
our lives today. 

Explaining how people 
& events have caused 
changes & influenced 
our lives today 

Explaining how people 
& events have caused 
changes & influenced 
our lives today. 
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Bonfire Night and 
Remembrance Day.  

Describe significant 
individuals from the 
past and what they 
achieved.  
Begin to compare 
time periods within 
living memory. 

the past and present 
ways of life. 
Understand there are 
reasons why people 
acted the way they 
did. 
Learn about events 
that shaped our local 
area, Britain and the 
world.  

Describing the attitudes 
& beliefs of people 
living in certain time 
periods. 
Compare our everyday 
lives to lives of people 
in the past. 
Begin to make 
comparisons across 
time periods and 
identify similarities and 
differences. 

Describing the attitudes 
& beliefs of people 
living in certain time 
periods. 
Identifying connections 
and trends over 
Time. 
Compare our everyday 
lives to lives of people 
in the past. 

Describing the attitudes 
& beliefs of everyday 
people living in certain 
time periods. 
Identifying connections 
and trends over time. 
Compare our everyday 
lives to lives of people 
in the past. 

Describing the attitudes 
& beliefs of everyday 
People living in certain 
time periods. 
Identifying connections 
and trends over time. 
Compare our everyday 
lives to lives of people 
in the past. 

Historical 
Investigation 

To ask simple 
questions about 
topics being taught.  

Observe and handle 
evidence and say 
how it can be used to 
find out about the 
past. 
Begin to make 
assumptions about 
evidence.  

Observe & handle 
evidence to ask 
simple 
questions and find 
answers about the 
past. 
Choose and select 
evidence and say how 
it can be used to find 
out about the past. 
Begin to make 
assumptions about 
evidence.  

Researching and using 
sources to collect 
Evidence. 
Using sources to answer 
questions about the 
past. 
Creating your own 
questions/investigations 
to find answers 
about the past. 

Researching and using 
sources such as 
pictures, artefacts, 
website etc to collect 
evidence. 
Using sources to answer 
questions about the 
past. 
Creating your own 
questions/investigations 
to find answers about 
the past. 
Beginning to form 
comprehensive answers 
about key questions.  

Researching and using 
sources such as 
pictures, artefacts, 
website etc to collect 
evidence. 
Using sources to answer 
questions about the 
past. 
Creating your own 
questions/investigations 
to find answers about 
the past. 
Forming comprehensive 
answers about key 
questions.  

Researching and using 
sources such as 
pictures, artefacts, 
website etc to collect 
evidence. 
Using sources to answer 
questions about the 
past. 
Creating your own 
questions/investigations 
to find answers about 
the past. 
Forming comprehensive 
answers about key 
questions.  

Substantive 
Concepts 

Monarchy 
Innovation 

Monarchy 
Innovation   
Settlements 

Invasion 
Settlements  
Innovation 

Settlements  
Invasion  
Innovation 

Monarchy 
Settlements 
Innovation 

Settlements  
Invasion  
Innovation 

Settlements  
Invasion  
Innovation 
Monarchy 

Disciplinary 
Concepts 

Chronology 
Change and 
continuity  
Significance  
Similarity and 
difference 

Chronology 
Change and 
continuity  
Significance  

Chronology 
Significance  
Similarities and 
differences  
Change and continuity  

Chronology 
Change and continuity 
Similarities and 
differences  
Causation and 
consequence. 

Chronology 
Significance  
Causation and 
consequence 
Similarity and 
differences. 

Chronology 
Significance  
Causation and 
consequence 
Similarity and 
differences. 

Chronology  
Significance  
Causation and 
consequence  
Similarity and difference 
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History Knowledge Progression “Sticky Knowledge” by Year Group  

EYFS 
Autumn All about Me 

My Family 
Light and Dark 
Hot and Cold 

Bonfire Night is on 5th November and we remember it because Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament. 
Remembrance day is on 11th November and we remember soldiers who have lost their lives in wars. We wear poppies because they were the only 
flower growing in the battlefields.  

Spring Nursery Rhymes  
Fairy Tales 
Mini-Beasts 
Growth & Change  

Words have changed over time. New ones have been added and are used today but we still use some old words. 
Songs and rhymes have been passed down through our families from many years ago. Some are based on events from hundreds of years ago – for 
example Humpty Dumpty is about a cannon.  
Seasons can cause changes to our environment and the things within them. These changes happen to make it easier to survive. 

Summer My Town  
My Country  
Journey  
Adventure 

King Charles III is our current monarch and he lives in Buckingham Palace. He also uses Windsor Castle. 
Transport has improved over time by becoming safer, faster and more comfortable. 
Seaside holidays have changed over time. We are able to get to further places faster. There are more activities to do whilst on holiday in different 
places. We are able to buy a range of clothing that lets us visit different places.  
Jobs have changed over time because of the equipment they use and what they need to do. We have more knowledge that helps us do our jobs.  
 

 

Year 1 
Autumn Toys Toys have existed for thousands of years and are always changing. 

Modern toys are mainly made of plastic because it is safer and easier to make things with. 
Older toys used to be made from materials such as clay and wood. 
Many modern toys use electricity or batteries to work. 
Computers and consoles were invented in the 20th century.  
We are in the 21st century.  
We learn about the past from different sources such as books, the internet, people and objects.  

Spring 
 

Monarchy Monarchs defend their country from enemies, create rules and laws and work with the Prime Minister.  
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Currently, King Charles III is ruling, before him was Queen Elizabeth II. There has also been Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria, King 
Henry VIII. There have been lots more Kings than Queens. 
Who was Queen Elizabeth I? Queen Elizabeth I was the daughter of Henry VIII. She was on the throne for 45 years. 
The Church of England began again. She made sure England had a powerful navy and they defeated the Spanish navy. She created 
new laws that helped the poor, shipping, roads, farming and money.  
Creates charities, represents the United Kingdom, visits other countries around the world, attends different events, decides who is 
in charge of the Church of England. 

Summer Flight People tried to fly using roller-skates and wings, small metal frames with wheels and flapping wings and they used hot air balloons. 
The first successful aeroplane flew in 1903 by Orville and Wilbur Wright 
Aeroplanes have increased in size, can hold more passengers, more technology, safer 
Who were the first female pilots? Harriet Quimby was the first American woman to get her pilot’s license and fly solo across the 
English Channel. Amy Johnson was the first female to fly solo from Britain to Australia. Amelia Earhart flew solo across the Atlantic 
Ocean. Bessie Coleman was the first female pilot of African-American descent. 
Manchester Council said that a permanent airport was needed. Manchester Airport officially opened on 25th June 1938. It helped 
with building aircraft during World War II.  
Manchester Airport has changed its name from Wythenshawe Airport to Ringway Airport, it has got bigger, it donates money to 
support local projects, train and tram lines, longer runways and flies to more destinations. 

 

Year 2 
Autumn Great Fire of London GFL started on 2nd Sept 1666 in London in a bakers in Pudding Lane.  

The bakery where the fire started belonged to Thomas Farrier the baker. 
The fire spread quickly because of hot weather and homes were built from wood with thatched roofs. 
There was no fire brigade.  
Houses were pulled down to stop the fire. 
Samuel Pepys wrote a diary about what happened. 
Sir Christopher Wren was an architect who planned the new city of London. 
After the fire streets were made straighter and wider and houses were made from brick. 
King Charles II was on the throne. 

Spring 
 

Hospitals and 
Healthcare  

Florence Nightingale was born in 1820 in England. Girls didn’t go to school but Florence’s Dad made sure she had lessons. She 
decided she wanted to become a nurse and travelled to Germany to train. A war broke out In Crimea and Florence was asked to 
lead a team of nurses at the army hospital in Scutari. 
Mary Seacole was born in Jamaica in 1805. Her mother was a Jamaican healer who used herbal remedies. Mary helped her mother 
and sometimes helped at the British Army Hospital. She travelled close to the battlefield and set up her own hospital to treat 
injured soldiers.  
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Whilst in Scutari, Florence and her team made sure the soldiers lived in clean and safe conditions which meant many more soldiers 
survived. She returned to the UK and her work led to big changes within army hospitals such as spending more money on clothing, 
food and equipment. The Nightingale Training School for Nurses was opened 
During the Crimean war, Mary set up her own hospital near the fighting and treated wounded soldiers. She had to face racism due 
to her skin colour. 
Florence was accepted quickly into the area of nursing but Mary was rejected due to her skin colour. Mary faced many money 
problems and did not access to the same resources as Florence. Mary tended to use herbal remedies to help treat injured soldiers. 
Hospitals have made huge progress since Florence and Mary. More advanced resources, doctors/nurses may become an expert in 
one area, recognition of cleanliness, introduction of the NHS, transport, GPs and huge advances in medicine.  

Summer Manchester Manchester is the UKs 2nd largest city and developed from a Roman settlement. 
Manchester United were formed in 1902 and were the first British team to play in Europe.  Old Trafford was built in 1910 but had to 
be rebuilt in 1941 after it was damaged during the Blitz. Alex Ferguson became manager in 1986. 
Manchester had a string car manufacturing industry.  The first Ford car was built in Trafford Park and the luxury Rolls Royce was also 
built here.  This industry lead to traffic and air pollution which has lead to green initiatives today such as the Bee network. 
Lowry is a famous artist was born in Manchester.  His art work was inspired by his local area and is famous for its use of matchstick 
men depicting life in the city. 
Older homes are generally made out of brick and stone and slate. They have small windows so they’re often quite dark inside. 
Modern homes are much lighter, much more spacious. 
Manchester was one of the most famous places in the world for making fabrics and in lots of the building in Manchester were 
involved in the industry. The buildings were called mills or factories. The canal was useful as boats brought different materials to 
Manchester. 

 

Year 3 
Autumn Stone Age to Iron 

Age 
It is generally believed that the first written records available for British history are from Roman times so the periods before this are 
classed as being prehistoric. 
The Stone Age was a very long period of time when early humans made tools and weapons from stone. It was split into 3 main 
parts, Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic.  
The Stone Age started around 800,000 BC. People were hunter-gatherers and moved on to live in a different place once they had 
hunted and gathered all the food available. People began to settle and farm as they made advancements in tools that made farming 
quicker and easier. 
Early Stone Age people lived in caves and circular houses made from wooden posts, animal skin or grass. Late Stone Age houses 
were made from stone and were usually round. Bronze Age houses were still round and made from wattle and daub with space for 
farming. Stone Age roundhouses were larger due to people living in communities and they developed hill forts.  
Archaeologists have been able to work out lots about what life was like in the Stone Age, using evidence from artwork, artefacts, 
monuments and also from animal and human remains. 
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Stone Age people used cave drawings to record events or tell stories. 

Spring 
 

Romans Rome was founded in 753BC. The Romans conquered many lands to create a huge empire.  
Julius Caesar tried to conquer Britain twice but was unsuccessful. In 43AD, Emperor Claudius launched an attack with around 40,000 
men and was successful. 
Boudicca led a rebellion against the Romans after they took land and wealth from a tribe. 
The Romans were famous for building long, straight roads to help with trade and communication.  
Towns all had similar features, marketplace, town hall, shops, temples and houses. Some had an amphitheatre and bath houses. 
The Romans brought many things to Britain, such as: laws, public libraries, Roman numerals, Latin.  

Summer Railways The first railroads were mine carts pulled along wooden tracks by horses.  
Thomas Savery invented and made one of the first steam engines in 1698. In 1807, the first passenger railway opened in South 
Wales, horses pulled carriages along tracks. George Stephenson built the first passenger carrying railway line in 1825. 
Steam locomotives allowed people to travel further and businesses could transport their goods quicker. They linked destinations 
together and the Mallard reached 126mph which is still a world record today.  
After the success of steam locomotives, the people of Britain were excited by railways so private companies opened hundreds of 
railway lines around the country. Companies could make a lot of money from opening their own railway lines. New laws and 
regulations were introduced to ensure that railways were safe to travel on.  
Railways allow people to visit different places in the country, railway stations and bridges enhance the scenery and trains allow 
goods to be transported quicker. However, some people think railways spoil the beautiful countryside and there is still concerns 
over passenger safety. 
Began with steam engines, then diesel or petrol powered and electric.  
The ownership of railways is uncertain as this has changed over time to be nationalised and privatised. Smaller lines were closed 
due to not making enough money. Planning for faster trains to link places together, our local one proposal is HS2. Able to 
communicate with trains and make passengers aware of delays.  
 
 

 

Year 4 
Autumn Ancient Egyptians  Ancient Sumer 5000BC – 2000BC now known as Iraq, Indus Valley 3900BC – 1200BC now Northern India and Pakistan, Ancient Egypt 

3000BC - 50AD and Shang Dynasty of China 1700BC – 1000BC. All began near a river.  
The Ancient Egyptian civilisation was in North Africa and was successful due to the richness offered by the River Nile. The River Nile 
was very important because it supported farming to help feed the population. The Nile allowed them to use boats to trade or battle. 
They learnt how to farm effectively and use boats to travel/trade.  
The Ancient Egyptian civilisation lasted from around 3100 BCE to 30 BCE when the Romans conquered it. 
The pharaoh was the most important person in society.  
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The rich children were sent to school to learn how to read and write. Some people had a job as a scribe to read and write 
hieroglyphics.  
Tutankhamun’s tomb was the first tomb to be discovered that had been untouched by thieves. 
Artefacts from Tutankhamun’s tomb have allowed us to learn a great deal about the Ancient Egyptians. 
The Ancient Egyptians worshiped many gods who they believed would judge them when they died. 

Spring 
 

Anglo-Saxons Towards the end of the Roman Empire, houses and towns began to fall into disarray and the military reduced in size. People began 
moving back into the countryside. This time period was known as the Dark Ages as written sources are scarce. Roman Britannia was 
split into several separate kingdoms  
Due to increased flooding of their homelands, the Anglo-Saxons came looking for land to farm. They came over to make new homes 
and brought tools, weapons and farm animals to build new villages. Some Anglo-Saxons were invited to help defend Britain from 
the Picts and Scots. 
Various Anglo-Saxon groups settled in different areas of the country and formed several kingdoms who were constantly at war with 
one another. The kingdoms were Mercia, Northumbria, East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex and Wessex They all had a different ruler. 
The first Anglo-Saxon villages were named after the leader of the village, making it clear which tribe the village belonged to. Then 
the villages were named after a feature in their surroundings or named after gods or goddesses.  
People were farming which involved the whole family. Farmers often used animals to pull plough, land needed clearing for crops, 
they were great craftsmen and skilled jewellers. Boys learned the skills of their fathers and girls worked in the home. Many children 
couldn’t read or write.  
Overtime, the Vikings took control of several Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. Alfred the Great helped make peace between the two and they 
divided Britain up with the Vikings living in the east, known as Danelaw and the Anglo-Saxons living in the west. 
 

Summer Reigns After King Edward III died, William was crowned king on Christmas Day in 1066. After the battle of Hastings, he ran the country 
using the ‘Feudal System’ meaning he owned everything and people had to rent things from him. He began building The Tower of 
London in 1067 and many other castles as a reminder of the feudal order. William wanted to know how much England was worth so 
created the Domesday Book which had a record of everything.  
During King John I rule, France took back all the land owned by the Crown, the Pope closed all the churches and he introduced lots 
of taxes for the rich. This led to an uprising to force him to sign the Magna Carta making him have to ask others to make decisions. 
Henry VIII married his wives for different reasons: the need for a male hair to make sure the Tudors continued ruling England, for 
love or for diplomatic reasons. Henry VIII had 3 children, Mary, Elizabeth and Edward, each became a monarch. Edward VI, Mary I 
and Elizabeth I. 
Queen Anne oversaw the creation of the United Kingdom, Britain became a major military power and the foundations were laid for 
the 18th century’s Golden Age 
During Victoria’s reign, Britain became the most powerful and richest country in the world, towns/cities got piped water, gas and 
eventually electricity. The number of people doubled so more factories were built.  Railways were introduced, soldiers were fighting 
all over the world, the Police Force was created and new gadgets for the home.  
The role of the monarchy today has less power in politics. The Prime Minster briefs the King but no final decisions are up to him. The 
Royal Family are involved in various charitable organisations. The King is still the head of the Commonwealth of Nations.  
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Year 5 
Autumn Ancient Greeks  The Ancient Greek civilisation existed from around 1200BC to 323BC. It began on the islands of Crete and then spread across the 

eastern Mediterranean.  
Greece was made up of lots of different cities, two of the main ones being Athens and Sparta. 
They created the Olympics. 
The made progress in medicine, buildings, mathematics and science. They moved away from religious beliefs and tried to find 
alternative reasons and solutions.  
Greek society was led by men and women had no rights.  
The Greeks believed in lots of different gods and they represented different things.  
Houses were built around a courtyard with no toilet. They used public toilets.  
Their clothing represented their position in society. They wrote plays and performed them in theatres. 
Alexander the Great is seen as one of the most powerful and influential leaders the ancient world ever saw. 

Spring 
 

Vikings The Vikings came from Norway, Sweden and Denmark.  
They invaded Britain to gain the riches and find farmland as Scandinavia was becoming overpopulated. 
The Vikings used sailing as the quickest way to get around and their ships were known as longboats. 
The Vikings began their raids on England in 793 on a monastery taking gold, silver and jewels. 
People continued farming and raising animals. Women worked in the home, preparing food and looking after the children. Children 
did not go to school so could not read or write.  
Some Vikings learnt to read and write using runes. 
King Alfred prepared England to have a stronger position in battles. He set up a court school for children of nobles and he was keen 
to get as many books written in English as possible. 
After different battles, Cnut and Edmund agreed to split the lands of England equally between them. When one of them died, the 
other would get all the lands. Cnut became the first king to be ruler of all the kingdoms of England.  
King Harold was killed during the Battle of Hastings which allowed William I to become king. He was commonly known as William 
the Conqueror. This ended the struggle between the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons for the kingdom of England.  

Summer Industrial Revolution The industrial revolution was the movement from making things by hand to using machines.  Factories were built instead of people 
making things at home or in small workshops. The revolution began in the cloth industry by the introduction of the flying shuttle, 
spinning jenny.  
Although the introduction of machines made work easier, products were cheaper to make  and buy .Factory owners grew rich and 
employees did not earn much despite working in dangerous condition for 12-14 hours per day. 
The UK became the leading commercial nation. Average income increased, the population grew and were living longer. Living 
conditions were poor, overcrowded and unhygienic.  
Canals were built, the steam engine, seed drills, and railways.  
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New inventions, access to materials (coal mining), trade routes, a stable government and agricultural developments all contributed 
to the industrial revolution. Increase in population = increased need. 
Manchester got the nickname Cottonopolis as it became the UK’s leading producer of cotton and textiles.  
 

 

Year 6 
Autumn Early Islamic 

civilisation 
 
 

Muhammad was born in Mecca and received a revelation from God and founded the Islamic religion. He travelled to Medina where 
they found the first Muslim community.  
There were three major caliphates called the Rashiduns, Abbasids and Umayyads. 
Baghdad was home to the world’s first hospital. The measure of time was very important due to prayer times.  
There were significant cultural and scientific advances. A key driver being the establishment of the House of Wisdom, advancements 
in maths, number systems, atlases, windmills, perfume, coffee, surgical instruments and astrology. 
Britain was divided, where as Baghdad was a unified empire. Baghdad was going through its Golden Age and Britain was going 
through the Dark Age.  
The Abbasid caliphs began to lose their power and influence. In the 10th century, the early Islamic empire entered decline and began 
to use territories. There were differing views about what was best for the empire, it was expensive to run. 
A refusal to pay financial tribute led to the siege of Baghdad. It lasted for 13 days before the city walls were demolished and the 
invading forces broke through. The Mongols burnt the mosques, palaces and hospitals and threw the books from the House of 
Wisdom into the river.  

Spring 
 

Medicine through 
time 

Witch doctors and medicine men were used during the prehistoric period who believed that illnesses were caused by evil spirits.  
The Egyptians also believed that evil spirits caused illnesses. They believed the body was made up of 46 tubes or channels and when 
one was blocked, people become ill.  
Most Greek scholars and physicians would have followed the teachings of Hippocrates. He believed that the observation and 
recording of a patient’s symptoms were vital to medical care.  
The Romans realised that public health helped to have a healthy body and mind. They had bath houses which included a gym and 
massage houses. Towns have sewers and public toilets meaning streets and houses were cleaner.  
During the Medieval period, sanitation declined. Bad air was believed to be the cause of many illnesses and diseases. Studying a 
human body was forbidden by religious laws. The Black Plague killed nearly a third of the population within two years. Religious 
establishments were used to care for the sick.  
Plague doctors worse a thick leather outfit covered in vinegar, with the beak being stuffed with flowers and herbs. They didn’t treat 
the victims, just diagnosed them so they could be quarantined or sent to a pest house. 
The Tudors believed the body was made up of four humours, red bile, yellow bile, black bile and phlegm. You became ill if these 
were out of balance. Only the rich could afford doctors so everyone else relied on apothecaries.  
During the Victorian times, Edward Jenner discovered the use of vaccinations. Main figures during these period are Florence 
Nightingale, Joseph Lister, James Young Simpson, John Snow and Louis Pasteur.  
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The NHS was introduced in 1948 to provide everyone with equal, accessible healthcare. Life expectancy has increased dramatically. 
Doctors and nurses are now trained before being classed as qualified.  
Primary sources are original pieces of evidence from a period of history and secondary sources are information recounted or 
described from another’s view. 

Summer World War II In 1939, Hitler invaded Poland after making an agreement to not invade any other countries. Poland, France and Britain had made a 
pact to support each other, so France and Britain declared war on Germany.  
Women were needed to do a wide variety of jobs that men had previously done before being called up. They made weapons, drove 
buses or trains and worked in shipbuilding.  
Jewish people were blamed for the problems in Germany before the war began. They were openly bullied, persecuted, abused and 
discriminated against. They were sent to concentration camps where they were forced to work like slaves. Many died in the camps 
due to illness, starvation or exhaustion.  
Over 3.5 million children were evacuated with other vulnerable people. They were sent to the countryside where it was thought to 
be safer. Supply ships were targets by German bombers so food was limited. Ration books told people how much of each item they 
could have. People were encouraged to ‘Dig for Victory’ and grow their own crops. 

 

History Lesson Sequence – Enquiry Questions 

Autumn 

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
All about Me 
Light and Dark  
My Family  
Hot and Cold 

Toys  
 
1. What toys do we 

play with today? 
2. How can we tell 

these toys are 
old? 

3. What are toys 
like from the 
past? 

4. How have toys 
changed over 
time? 

 

Great Fire of London  
 
1. When was the 

Great Fire of 
London?  

2. Why did the fire 
start? 

3. What happened 
during the fire 
and how do we 
know? 

4. What sources tell 
us about the 
fire?  

Stone Age to Iron 
Age 
 
1. What and when 

was prehistory? 
2. How did people 

survive during 
the Stone Age? 

3. How did life 
changes for the 
people in the 
Stone Age? 

4. What is Skara 
Brae? 

Ancient Egyptians  
 
1. Where and when 

were the earliest 
civilisations?  

2. Who were the 
Ancient 
Egyptians?  

3. Why was the 
river Nile 
important?  

4. What did they 
achieve?  

5. What was 
Ancient Egyptian 
society like?  

Ancient Greeks  
 
1. Where and when 

were the Ancient 
Greeks?  

2. Were all the 
Greeks the same 
or different? 

3. What are the key 
achievements of 
the Ancient 
Greek empire?  

4. How much 
impact did the 
Greeks have on 

Early Islamic 
civilisation 
1. When did Early 

Islamic 
civilisation 
begin?  

2. Which was the 
greatest 
caliphate? 

3. What was life 
like in 9th/ 10th 
century 
Baghdad? 

4. What 
achievements 
and 
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5. How was London 
rebuilt after the 
fire? 

5. How did life 
change in the 
Bronze Age? 

6. How did life 
change in the 
Iron Age? 

6. Was religion 
significant to the 
Ancient 
Egyptians? 

the western 
world? 

5. How important 
was Alexander 
the Great’s 
empire? 

6. How can sources 
tell us about the 
Greeks? 

contributions did 
Early Islamic 
civilisation 
make? 

5. How did 900CE 
Baghdad 
compare to 
London? 

6. What were the 
potential causes 
for the 
dissolution of the 
Islamic Empire? 

  

Spring 

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Nursery Rhymes 
Fairy Tales 
Mini-Beasts  
Growth and Change  
 

Monarchy  
 
1. What is the role 

of a monarch? 
2. Who has ruled 

England?  
3. Who was Queen 

Elizabeth I? 
4. What did she 

achieve during 
her reign? 

5. What is the role 
of the King 
today? 

Hospitals and 
Healthcare 
1. Who was 

Florence 
Nightingale and 
when did she 
live?  

2. Who was Mary 
Seacole and 
when did she 
live? 

3. How did 
Florence 
Nightingale 
improve 
conditions of 
hospitals?  

4. Why do we 
remember Mary 
Seacole? 

Romans  
1. Who were the 

Romans? 
2. Why did they 

invade Britain?  
3. What was the 

impact of Roman 
achievements on 
Britain?  

4. Did houses 
change from the 
Iron Age to 
Roman Britain?  

5. Did the Romans 
change society? 

6. What do sources 
tell us about 
Boudicca? 

Anglo-Saxons  
1. How did life in 

England change 
after the fall of 
the Roman 
empire? 

2. Why did the 
Anglo-Saxons 
settle in Britain? 

3. How was Anglo-
Saxon England 
ruled? 

4. How did Anglo-
Saxons influence 
place names? 

5. What was village 
life like?  

6. Why did it come 
to an end? 

 

Vikings  
1. How did England 

change through 
the settlement of 
the Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings?  

2. Who were the 
Vikings and why 
did they carry 
out raids? 

3. Where did they 
settle and who 
was in control of 
England?  

4. How did Alfred 
become King? 

5. Why was he 
called Alfred the 
Great?  

Medicine through 
time 
1. How different 

was prehistoric 
medicine to 
Ancient 
Egyptians 
medicine?  

2. How did the 
Greeks influence 
Roman attitudes 
towards 
medicine?  

3. How did people 
try to cure the 
Black Plague 
during Medieval 
times? 

4. What medical 
practices were 
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5. How did their 
lives differ? 

6. What are 
hospitals like 
today? 

6. How did the 
Vikings come to 
an end in 
England? 

used during the 
Tudor period? 

5. What medical 
advancements 
were made 
during the 
Victorian period? 

6. How has 
medicine 
changed during 
the 20th and 21st 
century? 

Summer 

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

My Town  
My Country  
Journeys 
Adventure  

Flight  
1. How did people 

try to fly? 
2. Who invented 

the aeroplane?  
3. How have planes 

changed over 
time? 

4. Who were the 
first female 
pilots? 

5. When and why 
was Manchester 
airport built? 

6. How was the 
airport changed 
since it was 
built? 

Manchester  
1. What was 

happening 100 
years ago? 

2. How do we know 
what was 
happening? 

3. How different 
was transport?  

4. Do LS Lowry’s 
paintings tell us 
about what life 
was like?  

5. How have 
buildings 
changed?  

6. What is 
Manchester 
famous for?  

 

Railways  
1. How were the 

first trains and 
railways 
developed? 

2. Why were steam 
locomotives 
important? 

3. How and why did 
the rail network 
grow in Britain?  

4. What was 
positive and 
negative about 
railways? 

5. How has 
technology in 
trains changed 
over time? 

6. What does the 
future look like 
for railways? 

Reigns 
1. What did William 

the conqueror 
achieve from 
1066? 

2. Why was King 
John unpopular?  

3. Why did Henry 
VIII marry so 
many times?  

4. Who was Queen 
Anne?  

5. What did Queen 
Victoria achieve?  

6. What is the role 
of the monarchy 
today? 

Industrial Revolution  
1. What was it like 

before the 
Industrial 
Revolution?  

2. What caused the 
Industrial 
Revolution? 

3. What was life 
like during?  

4. What impact did 
it have on the 
UK?  

5. What role did 
Manchester play 
in the Industrial 
Revolution?  

6. How has 
Manchester 
changed from 
then to now? 

 

World War II  
 
1. What events led 

to the outbreak 
of WWII? 

2. What was 
evacuation and 
why did it 
happen? 

3. What was the 
Holocaust? 

4. What was the 
Battle of Britain? 

5. What did it take 
for the war to 
come to an end?  

6. How did WWII 
impact our local 
area? 
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History Key Vocabulary 

Year Group Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

EYFS Change, same, familiar, Bonfire Night, 
Remembrance Day, Guy Fawkes, November, war, 
poppies. 

Change, same, different, grow, rhymes, songs, 
family, younger, older, seasons, environment, 
before, after, past, future 

seaside, different, entertainment, travel, train, 
transport, , faster, slower, , King, monarchy, 
Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, toys,  

Year 1 Past, present, modern, popular, compare, old, 
new, old-fashioned. 

Monarch, Queen, palace, King, Queen Elizabeth 
I, Queen Victoria, King Henry VIII, Tudor, laws, 
poor, farming, education, entertainment, reign,  

Aeroplane, Wright Brothers, flight, travel, 
Manchester Airport, runways, transport links, 
aviation, pilot, solo. 

Year 2 Bakery, diary, chronological, sources, fire brigade, 
architect, St Paul’s Cathedral, River Thames.  

Nursing, healthcare, hospitals, war, soldiers, 
herbal, team, racism, injured. 

Manufacturing industry, traffic and air pollution, 
green initiatives, Bee network, Lowry  
matchstick men, fabrics, mills, factories, canal 

Year 3 BC, AD, prehistoric, agriculture, settlement, tribe, 
migration, hunter-gatherer, archaeologist.  

Invasion, Emperor, Legion, Senate, Settlement, 
Temple, Revolt, Julius Caesar, Emperor 
Claudius, Boudicca, Celts,  

Railways, steam, locomotives, electric, diesel 
powered, lines, privatised, nationalised, HS2, 
inventors, improvements. 

Year 4 Ancient, civilisation, Egypt, hieroglyphics, The Nile, 
Pharaoh, tomb, Tutankhamun,  

Anglo-Saxon, Scot, invasion, settlement, 
Mercia, kingdoms, soldier, vulnerable, divided, 
villages, influence, worship, converted, 
sacrifices, Christianity, battles, power, 
separate, religious conversion, invaders, 
Roman, army, protect, Kent, Mercia, 
Northumbria, East Anglia, Essex, Sussex, 
Wessex, defeated 

Monarchy, conquer, reign, Magna Carta, 
archbishop, political, Commonwealth, Prime 
Minister, rebellion, Feudal System, worth, 
Domesday Book, uprising,  

Year 5 Civilisation, empire, legacies, democracy, city 
states, rivalry, philosophy, western civilisations.  

Viking, monastery, Kingdom, raid, Anglo-Saxon, 
Settle, Invasion, Norse, King, Danelaw, unified, 
dynasty, prosperous, conquest, settle, raid, 
King Alfred, 

Industry, migration, spinning jenny, labourer, 
weave, overcrowded, population, ledger, 
welfare, apprentice, pauper, innovation, mill,  
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Year 6 Caliphates, House of Wisdom, unified, golden age, 
territories, siege, empire.  

Medicine, changes, compare, chronological, 
sanitation, sewers, witch doctor, medicine 
man, Black Plague, NHS, taxes, channels, spirits, 
imbalance, yellow bile, black bile, red bile, 
phlegm, pest house, quarantine, vaccinations, 
hygiene, heart rate, health, scholars, 
physicians, Hippocrates, observation , 
recording, patient, symptoms, establishments, 
religious, care, humours, bath houses, gyms, 
fitness, mental health. 

 

Neville Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, Adolf 
Hitler, invade, occupy, surrender, Munich 
Agreement, Allies, Axis Powers, evacuation, 
billeting officer, ration book, Rationing, ration 
book, munitions, Holocaust, antisemitism, 
prejudice, Nazi, genocide, Jewish. 

 

History Enrichment Opportunities 

Year Group Autumn  Spring Summer  

EYFS   
 

 

Year 1 Black History Month Women’s History Month  

Year 2 Black History Month Women’s History Month  

Year 3 Black History Month Trip to Chester for Roman’s Topic 
Women’s History Month 

 

Year 4 Black History Month Women’s History Month  

Year 5 Black History Month Women’s History Month  

Year 6 Black History Month Women’s History Month Manchester War Museum trip 

 

 


