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Threads 
International Learners 

• Diversity & Mutual Respect  

• Sustainability and Ecology 

• Community and collaboration 

Aspirational Leaders 

• Responsibility and respect 

• Creativity, innovation and curiosity 

• Confidence and resilience 

Literacy Champions  

• Love of reading and language 

• Confident, articulate speakers 

• Creative and adaptive authors 
 

 

 

“Unlocking potential, inspiring success, celebrating diversity” 
Intent  
At Elmridge we have created a music curriculum, supported by the Kapow school scheme, to deliver the requirements of National Curriculum 
whilst developing children who are musical and have a life-long love of music. Children develop skills and knowledge to become confident 
performers, composers and listeners.  Our curriculum introduces children to music from all around the world and across generations, teaching 
them to respect and appreciate the music of diverse traditions and communities. 
Children will develop the musical skills of singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments, improvising and composing music, and listening and 
responding to music.  They will develop an understanding of the history and cultural context of music and learn how music can be written 
down. Through music, children will embed the school values of challenge, compassion and collaboration through the development of 
transferable skills such as teamwork, leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving, decision making and presentation and performance skills.  
These skills are vital to children’s development as learners and have a wider application in their lives outside of school and beyond. 
Our music curriculum takes a holistic approach to music, in which the individual strands of performing, listening, composing, music history and 
inter-related dimensions of music are woven together to create engaging and enriching learning experiences. 
Music at Elmridge is taught through a spiral curriculum where previous skills and knowledge are returned to and built upon. 
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Music unit Overview 
 

Year Group Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 
EYFS In the EYFS, Music is identified as Being Imaginative and Expressive which is in the aspects of the Area of Learning known as Expressive Arts and Design.  

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what 
children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. 
The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to 
and observe.  They will sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs, perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when 
appropriate – try to move in time with music. 

Year 1 Keeping the Pulse 
“My Favourite 

Things” 

Tempo 
“The Snail and Mouse” 

 
Nativity Songs 

Musical Symbols 
“Under the Sea” 

Dynamics 
“Seaside” 

 

Pitch  
“Superheroes” 

Sound Patterns 
“Fairytales” 

Year 2 
Call and Response 

“Animals” 

Instruments 
“Musical Storytelling” 

 
Nativity Songs 

Pitch 
“Musical Me” 

 

Contrasting Dynamics 
“Space” 

Singing 
“On this Island” 

Structure 
“Myths and Legends” 

Year 3 
Ballads 

Creating Composing 
“Mountains” 

Pentatonic Melodies 
“Lunar New Year” 

Developing Singing 
Techniques 
The Vikings 

Jazz 
Traditional Instruments 

and Improvisation 
“India” 

Year 4 Body and Tuned 
Percussion  

“Rainforests” 
Rock and Roll 

Changes in Pitch, 
Tempo and Dynamics 

“Rivers” 

Haiku, Music and 
Performance  

“Hanami Festival” 

Samba and Carnival 
Sounds and 
Instruments 

“South America” 

Adapting and 
Transposing Motifs 

“Romans” 

Year 5 Composition 
Notation 

“Ancient Egypt” 
Blues 

South and West 
Africa 

Composition to 
Represent Colour 

“Holi Festival” 
Looping and Remixing 

Musical Theatre 
 

Summer Performance 
songs 

Year 6 

Dynamics, Pitch and 
Texture 

“Fingal’s Cave” 
Baroque Film Music 

Theme and Variations 
“Pop Art” 

Songs of World war 2 

Composing and 
Performing a Leavers 

Song 
 

Summer Performance 
songs 
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Music in the EYFS Curriculum  
 

During their time in the EYFS, the children are offered a wide range of musical opportunities. Musical instruments are incorporated into continuous provision areas, both 
inside and out, and these are enhanced throughout the year depending on the topic e.g. During Lunar New Year children would have access to Chinese music, bells and 
claves, dragon props etc. Singing is an integral part of the EYFS curriculum and part of the daily routine in both Nursery and Reception. Children will become familiar with 
traditional nursery rhymes, chants and simple songs growing in confidence with melody, rhythm and associated actions and movements. Singing sessions are incorporated 
into the curriculum, together with whole class music lessons where the children can listen and appraise music from a variety of different genre and also have experience of 
playing percussion instruments.  Parents and Carers are invited to performances throughout the year including a Nativity at Christmas and class assemblies. 

 
Nursery 

 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic All about me 
 
 

 

Sparkle & Shine 

 

People Who Help Us 
 

Minibeasts 
 

Transport and Travel Under the Sea 
 
 

Being 
Imaginative 

and 
Expressive 

 

* To join in with the 

songs we use every day 

in Nursery; hello song, 

days of the week.   

* To use my voice to 

make different sounds.  

* To show attention to 

sounds and music. 

 

 

* To sing songs and 
rhymes (Rhyme of the 
Week). 
* To move and dance to 

music.  

* To explore a range of 

sound makers and 

instruments. 

* To listen to music from 

different cultures and 

historical periods and 

talk about my thoughts 

and feelings.  

* To remember and sing 

entire songs (Rhyme of 

the Week). 

* To know how to make 

a variety of sounds 

using my body, e.g. 

clap. 

* To move and dance to 

a range of music.  

 

* To join in and sing 

songs and rhymes 

(Rhyme of the Week). 

* To listen with 

increased attention to 

sounds, developing 

listening skills.  

 

* To sing the melodic 
shape (moving melody, 
such as up and down, 
down and up) of familiar 
songs.  
* To join in and sing 
songs and rhymes 
(Rhyme of the Week). 
* To remember and sing 
entire songs.  
* To sing quietly and 
loudly using a ‘singing 
voice’.                                      
* To talk about the 
music/sounds that we 
have listened to.  

* To create our own 

songs or improvise a 

song around one we 

know.  

* To perform our 

favourite song in front of 

a small group.  

* To play instruments in 
different ways, dynamics 
(loud/quiet), tempo 
(fast/slow).   
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* To recognise and 

name familiar musical 

instruments 

(tambourine, maracas, 

bells, triangle, 

xylophone) 

* To know how to clap 

and repeat simple 

repeated patterns.  

 

Reception  
 

Topic Families 
 

 

Celebrations Around 
the World 

Homes  
 

 

Growing  
 

 

Animals  
 

 

Our World 
 

 
 

Being 
Imaginativ

e and 
Expressive 

 

* To sing in a group or 
on our own, matching 
the pitch and following 
the melody.  
* To request a favourite 
rhyme.  
* To sing along to our 
favourite pop songs. 
* To create our own 
beats with musical 
instruments/body 
percussion.   
* To listen to music and 
talk about how it makes 
us feel.  
* To sing songs from 
our own culture in 
ourhome language and 
share with others.  

* To know and join in with 
nursery rhymes and 
favourite songs.   
* To make up our own 
songs.  
* To listen to music and 
talk about how it makes 
us feel.   
 

* To change a 
song/rhyme to create a 
desired effect.  
* To talk about our 
favourite music or song 
and why we like it.  
 

* To sing songs from own 
culture in home language 
and share with others.  
* To move our body in an 
expressive way to music. 
 

* To perform familiar 
songs/rhymes in a small 
group. 
* Listen attentively, move 
to and talk about music, 
expressing our feelings 
and responses.  
* To watch and talk about 
dance and performance 
art, expressing our 
feelings and responses.  
* To sing in a group or on 
their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and 
following the melody.  
* To explore and engage 
in music making and 
dance, performing solo or 
in groups. 

* To engage in music 
and follow a story map 
creating a musical 
accompaniment. 
* To perform in a 
performance. 
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Year 1 
 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer 

Sticky 
Knowledge 

Keeping the Pulse 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• The speaking voice is 
when we use our voice to 
speak with a beat. 

• The singing voice is when 
we use our voice to sing 
different sounds that can 
be high and low. 

• The pulse is the heartbeat 
of the music, sometimes 
called the beat. 

• Sound pattern is when 
long and short sounds 
repeat in a certain way. 

• Notation is read from left 
to right. 

• Pictorial representations 
of rhythm show sounds 
and rests. 

Tempo 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• The speed of a piece of 
music could be fast or 
slow. 

• Contrast means 
different parts in a 
piece of music. 

• A warmup is getting 
the voice and body 
ready to sing. 

• That sound can help 
tell a story. 

• That an instrument or 
voice can be played at 
different speeds. 

Musical Symbols 
On completion of the 

unit pupils will know… 

• Tempo is the 
speed of the music 
– either fast or 
slow. 

•  Pitch is how high 
or low a sound is. 

• Sound pattern is 
when long and 
short sounds 
repeat in a certain 
way. 

• A gap is when 
there is no sound. 

• To know that 
notation is read 
from left to right. 

Dynamics 
On completion of the 

unit pupils will know… 
 

• An instrument is an 
object played to 
make musical sound. 

• A symbol is a small 
drawing that shows 
sounds. 

• Volume is how loud 
or quiet a sound is. 

• Soundscape is the 
mixture of different 
sounds that are 
heard in a particular 
place. 

• Sections of music 
can be described as 
loud, quiet or silent 
and the meaning of 
these terms. 

Pitch 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• The term ‘high’ 
means near or at the 
top of the range of 
sounds. 

• Pitch is how high or 
low a sound is. 

• The term ‘low’ 
means near or at the 
bottom of the range 
of sounds. 

• Tempo is the speed 
of music – fast or 
slow. 

• Pattern is any 
regularly repeated 
sounds. 

• Performance is the 
action of 
entertaining other 
people. 

• In all pictorial 
representations of 
music, 
representations 
further up the page 
are higher sounds 
and those further 
down are lower 
sounds. 

Sound Patterns 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• A voice is what we use 
to speak or sing. 

• Sound pattern is when 
long or short sounds 
repeat in a certain way. 

• A character is a certain 
person, animal or 
creature in a story. 

• Sections of music can be 
described as loud, quiet 
or silent and the 
meaning of these terms. 
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Lesson 
Sequence  

L1. To demonstrate an 
understanding of pulse using 
parts of the body. 
L2. To keep a pulse and show a 
sound pattern using bodies and 
voices. 
L3. To explore using a thinking 
voice to show the pulse. 
L4. To play short rhythms in 
time with the pulse. 
L5. To demonstrate an 
understanding of pulse through 
performance. 

 

L1. To use voices and bodies 
expressively, while exploring 
tempo. 
L2. To practice a rhyme 
using fast and slow beats on 
instruments.                              
L3. To use voices to perform 
a song with a fast and slow 
beat.                                                        
L4. To use singing voices and 
an instrument to perform a 
song with a fast and slow 
beat.                                                         
L5. To demonstrate fast and 
slow beats within the 
context of a story. 

L1. To explore tempo 
changes through 
movement. 
L2 To explore how 
dynamics can be 
represented by 
different symbols. 
L3. To clap simple 
rhythmic patterns while 
keeping the pulse. 
L4. To interpret symbols 
to demonstrate a pitch 
pattern. 
 
L5. To perform as part 
of a group to 
demonstrate dynamics, 
pitch and rhythm. 

L1. To understand that 
music can be used to 
represent an 
environment.                             
L2. To understand how 
music can represent 
changes in an 
environment.                        
L3. To explore using 
instruments, body and 
voice to create a seaside 
soundscape. 
L4. To identify how 
dynamics can reflect 
environments. 
L5. To create and 
represent sounds using 
symbols. 
 

L1. To identify high- and 
low-pitched sounds. 
L2. To explore pitch by 
creating two-pitch 
patterns. 
L3. To demonstrate 
tempo changes. 
 L4 To create a superhero 
theme tune using 
changes in tempo and 
pitch.                                                 
L5 To perform a piece of 
superhero music showing 
a change in pitch and 
tempo. 

L1. To explore and change 
dynamics using the voice. 
L2. To experiment with 
creating different sounds 
using a single instrument. 
L3. To read simple rhythmic 
patterns comprising of one 
beat sounds and one beat 
rests. 
L4. To play sound patterns in 
time with the pulse using a 
visual stimulus. 
L5. To show awareness of 
different roles when 
performing in a group 
performance. 
 

Enrichment   Learning songs for Harvest and Nativity Performance  
 

Prior 
Learning 

Links  

Children explored how they can 
use their voice and bodies to 
make sounds, experimented 
with tempo and dynamic when 
playing instruments in EYFS. 

Children performed simple 
actions to well-known 
songs, learned how to move 
to a beat in EYFS. 

Children performed 
simple actions to well-
known songs, learned 
how to move to a beat 
in EYFS. 

“Snail and Mouse” Y1. 
Pupils demonstrated 
slow and fast with their 
bodies, voices and an 
instrument. 
 

Children explored how 
they can use their voice 
and bodies to make 
sounds, experimented 
with tempo and dynamic 
when playing instruments 
in EYFS. 

“Under the Sea” Y1. 
Pupils responded to dynamic 
changes in a piece of music. 
They created pitches and 
rhythms and performed a 
layer of the music within an 
overall piece. 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Pulse, singing voice, speaking 
voice, thinking voice 

Beat, fast, singing voice, 
slow, speaking voice, warm 
up 

Dynamics, pitch, rest, 
sound pattern, tempo 

Dynamics, instrument, 
seaside, soundscape, 
symbol, volume 

High, low, pattern, 
performance, pitch, 
tempo 

Character, voice, sound 
pattern  
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Year 2  
 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Sticky 

Knowledge 

Call and Response 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Call and response is 
when one person 
sings and others sing 
or play something 
back in reply. 

• Sound pattern is when 
long and short sounds 
repeat in a certain 
way. 

• Dynamics is the 
volume of a piece of 
music. 

• Know that dynamics 
can change the effect 
a sound has on the 
audience. 

• Be able to recognise 
and name up to three 
instruments. 

Instruments 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Tempo is the speed of 
the music – fast or 
slow. 

• Instrumental sound is 
the sound produced 
by musical 
instruments. 

• Woodwind 
instruments are 
played by blowing air 
into or across a 
mouthpiece. 

• Stringed instruments 
make a sound when 
their strings vibrate. 

• Brass instruments are 
played by vibrating 
your lips against the 
mouthpiece. 

• Tuned instruments 
have a lower range of 
pitches and some 
have a higher range of 
pitches. 

• Encore is when the 
audience claps and 
asks musicians to play 
more music. 

• A sound effect is a 
sound created to 
represent something 

Pitch 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Pitch is how high or 
low a sound is. 

• Pitch pattern is any 
regularly repeated 
arrangement of high 
and low sounds. 

• Dot is a symbol that 
can represent pitch. 

• Notation is how the 
music is written down. 
This is read from left 
to right. 

• Staves are horizontal 
lines that notes are 
written on. 

• Phrase is a musical 
sentence. 

Contrasting Dynamics 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Representation is the 
way that someone or 
something is 
described. 

• A composer is a 
person who writes 
music. 

• A pitch pattern is a 
small group of notes, 
played in a particular 
order to create a 
‘sound idea’ through a 
piece of music. 

• In all pictorial 
representations of 
music, representations 
further up the page 
are higher sounds and 
those further down 
are lower sounds. 

• Pictorial 
representations of 
rhythm show sounds 
and rests. 

 

Singing 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Folk music represents 
the traditions or 
culture of a place and 
is often passed on by 
being played rather 
than written down. 

•  ‘Duration’ means 
how long a note, 
phrase or whole piece 
of music lasts. 

• A composition is a 
collection of musical 
elements, like the 
melody, percussion, 
dynamics etc that 
together make a piece 
of music. 

Structure 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 

• Pictorial 
representations of 
rhythm show sounds 
and rests. 

• A Thinking Voice 
refers to hearing the 
sound pattern in your 
head. 

• Rhythm is the regular 
pattern of beats, 
sounds and 
movements. 

• Structure is how the 
music is organised 
into different sections. 
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in a film, television 
programme or play. 

Lesson 
Sequence  

L1. To create short sounds 
with varied dynamics that 
represent an animal. 
L2. To copy a short pattern 
L3 To explore call and 
response using 
instruments. 
L4. To create sound 
patterns based on call and 
response. 
L5. To perform different 
sound patterns with 
contrasting dynamics. 

L1. To explore listening and 
analysing a piece of music 
in relation to a story. 
L2. To explore how music 
and sound effects can tell a 
story. 
L3. To select appropriate 
sounds to match events, 
characters and feelings in a 
story.                                                    
L4. To suggest appropriate 
sounds to represent parts 
of a story. 
L5. To perform a 
composition showing 
changes in tempo and 
dynamics. 

L1. To understand and 
practice reading different 
symbols to show pitch.  
L2. To sing and draw pitch 
patterns. 
L3. To read and understand 
the notation for the song 
‘Once a Man Fell in a Well.’ 
L4. To use a tuned 
percussion instrument to 
play a song. 
L5. To complete the 
notation for a short song 
using a three-line stave. 
 
 

L1. To create a simple 
soundscape using dynamic 
changes. 
L2. To listen to music and 
respond creatively, 
considering how dynamics 
can be represented. 
L3 To compare two pieces 
of music. 
L4. To create a short pitch 
pattern to represent a 
planet. 
L5. To perform a pitch 
pattern representing a 
planet, using vocal and 
instrumental sounds and 
changes in dynamics. 
 
 

L1. To learn to sing a British 
folk song. 
L2. To practise and perform 
a song relating to the 
countryside. 
L3. To practise and perform 
a song relating to the city. 
L4. To create symbols to 
represent sounds. 
L5. To develop and perform 
a musical composition. 

 

L1. To read and clap a 
rhythm based on a phrase 
from a story. 
L2. To hear, write and clap 
rhythms based on a phrase 
from a story. 
L3. To use a rhythm in 
different ways to 
demonstrate structure. 
L4. To create a structure 
using rhythmic patterns. 
L5. To perform a group 
composition. 
 

Enrichment  Learning songs for Harvest and Nativity Performance   

Prior 
Learning 

Links  

“By the Sea” Y1                        
Children can recreate and 
adapt descriptive sounds 
and make instrument 
choices to represent them. 
They can control the 
volume of instruments and 
voices. 

“Animals” Y2                        
Children can recreate and 
adapt descriptive sounds 
and make instrument 
choices to represent them. 
They can control the 
volume of instruments and 
voices. 

“Musical Stories” Y2                        
Children can recreate and 
adapt descriptive sounds 
and make instrument 
choices to represent them. 
They can control the 
volume of instruments and 
voices. 

“Musical Me” Y2                        
Children can recreate and 
adapt descriptive sounds 
and make instrument 
choices to represent them. 
They can control the 
volume of instruments and 
voices. 

“Space” Y2                        
Children can recreate and 
adapt descriptive sounds 
and make instrument 
choices to represent them. 
They can control the 
volume of instruments and 
voices. 

“On this Island” Y2                        
Children can recreate and 
adapt descriptive sounds 
and make instrument 
choices to represent them. 
They can control the 
volume of instruments and 
voices. 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Call and response, backing 
tack, rhythmic notation, 
sequence, vary, represent, 
composition. 

Dynamics, encore, 
instrumental sound, sound 
effect, tempo. 

Dot, high, low, musical 
sentence, notation, phrase, 
pitch, pitch pattern, stave 
 

Composer, dynamics, pitch 
pattern, planet 
Representation, 
soundscape, tempo 

Composer, composition, 
dynamics, inspiration, 
pitch, tempo, phrase 
 

One-beat notes, 
composition, paired half-
beat notes, legend, myth, 
notation, pulse, rest, 
rhythm, structure, tempo, 
thinking voice 
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Year 3 
 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Sticky 

Knowledge 

Ballads 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• A ballad tells a story 
through song. 

• Lyrics are the words of 
a song. 

• In a ballad, a ‘stanza’ is 
a verse. 

 
 

Creating Composing 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• The timbre of 
instruments played 
affect the mood and 
style of a piece of 
music. 

• An ensemble is a 
group of musicians 
who perform 
together. 

• To perform well, it is 
important to listen to 
the other members of 
your ensemble. 

Pentatonic Melodies 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• To know that the word 
‘crescendo’ means a 
sound getting 
gradually louder. 

• To know that some 
traditional music 
around the world is 
based on five notes 
called a ‘pentatonic’ 
scale. 

• To understand that a 
pentatonic melody 
uses only the five 
notes C D E G A. 

Developing Singing 
Techniques 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• The group of pitches in 
a song is called its ‘key’ 
and that a key decides 
whether a song sounds 
happy or sad. 

• Different notes have 
different durations and 
crotchets are worth one 
whole beat. 

• ‘Reading’ music means 
using how the written 
note symbols look and 
their position to know 
what notes to play. 

• Written music tells you 
how long to play a note 
for. 

Jazz 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• ‘Syncopation’ means a 
rhythm that is played 
off the natural beat. 

• Ragtime is piano music 
that uses syncopation 
and a fast tempo. 

• Jazz is a type of music 
that originated in the 
African-American 
communities of the 
USA about 120 years 
ago. 

• ‘Scat singing’ is using 
made-up words to 
create the sound of an 
instrument playing. 

Traditional Instruments 
and Improvisation 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• Indian music uses all 
of the sounds in 
between the 12 
‘notes’ that we are 
used to in western 
music. 

• A ‘tala’ is a set rhythm 
that is repeated over 
and over, usually on 
the drums called 
‘tabla’. 

• A ‘rag’ is the tune in 
traditional Indian 
music, and is often 
played on a stringed 
instrument called a 
‘sitar’. 

• A ‘drone’ in music is a 
note that goes on and 
on, staying the same, 
a bit like someone 
humming a long-held 
note. 

• Many types of music 
from around the world 
consist of more than 
one layer of sound; for 
example a ‘tala’ and 
‘rag’ in traditional 
Indian music. 
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Lesson 
Sequence  

L1. To use musical 
vocabulary to explain the 
stylistic features of a 
ballad.                                               
L2. To explore how actions 
can impact performance.                 
L3. To plan a musical 
structure inspired by a 
story.                                              
L4. To create lyrics that 
match a melody.                     
L5. To show awareness of 
style, structure and 
features to perform a 
ballad. 

L1. To tell a story from a 
piece of music through 
movement.                                        
L2. To create a soundscape 
using percussion 
instruments.                                    
L3. To create a range of 
sounds to accompany a 
story.                                                 
L4. To compose and 
perform a rhythm to 
accompany a story.                         
L5. To compose and notate 
a short melody to 
accompany a story. 

 

L1. To learn about the 
music used to celebrate the 
Lunar New Year festival.               
L2. To play a pentatonic 
melody on a tuned 
percussion instrument.               
L3 To write and perform a 
pentatonic melody.                                
L4. To perform a group 
composition.                       
L5. To perform a piece of 
music as a group.  

L1 and L2. To sing in time 
with others.                                                   
L3. To recognise simple 
rhythmic notation by ear 
and by sight.                                         
L4. To use simple rhythmic 
notation to compose a 
Viking battle song.                              
L5. To perform music with 
confidence and discipline. 

 

L1. To sing and clap a 
syncopated rhythm for a 
ragtime-style song. 
L2. To improvise a call and 
response.                                              
L3. To be able to scat sing 
using the call and response 
format. 
L4. To create a jazz motif. 
L5. To adapt a familiar tune 
using jazz rhythms. 

L1. To form an opinion of 
Indian music. 
L2 and L3. To be able to 
improvise using given 
notes. 
L4. To create a piece of 
music using a drone, rag 
and tal. 
L5. To perform a piece of 
music using musical 
notation. 

Enrichment  
Learning songs for Harvest and Christmas Performance   

Prior 
Learning 

Links  

“Myths and legends” Y2 
Children can compose and 
perform a piece with 
several layers. 

“Ballads” Y3 
Children can compose and 
perform a piece with 
several layers. 

“Ballads” Y3 
Children can compose and 
perform a piece with 
several layers. 

“Mountains” Y3 
Children can compose and 
perform a piece with 
several layers. 

“Lunar New Year” Y3 
Children can compose and 
perform a piece with 
several layers. 

 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Ballad, ensemble, 
compose, expression, 
stanza, phrases, solo, 
chorus 

Influence, repeated 
rhythm, melodic pattern, 
layers, ensemble, pitch, 
tuned 

Tempo, crescendo, 
dynamics, timbre, duration, 
pentatonic scale, fluency 

Crotchet, quaver, minim, 
composition, major key, 
minor key, coordinated, 
disciplined 

Jazz, motif, ragtime, scat 
singing, syncopation, 
straight quaver, swung 
quaver 

Bollywood, drone, sitar, 
table, tanpura, tala, 
harmonium, sarangi 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject Overview - Music 

Year 4 
 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Sticky 

Knowledge 

Body and Tuned 
Percussions 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• Deciding the structure 
of music when 
composing can help us 
create interesting 
music with contrasting 
sections.  

• Combining different 
instruments and 
different rhythms 
when we compose can 
create layers of sound 
we call ‘texture’.  

• A ‘loop’ in music is a 
repeated melody or 
rhythm.  

• Changing the 
dynamics of a musical 
phrase or motif can 
change the texture of 
a piece of music. 

Rock and Roll 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Rock and roll music 
uses blues chord 
structures, with a fast 
tempo and strong 
vocals. It was created 
after the second world 
war and it was 
intended to represent 
happiness.   

• A bass line is the 
lowest pitch line of 
notes in a piece of 
music, and a walking 
bassline (where 
patterns of notes go 
up then down again) is 
common in rock and 
roll.   

• Playing in time means 
all performers playing 
together at the same 
speed.   

• ‘Playing ‘in time’ 
requires playing the 
notes for the correct 
duration as well as at 
the correct speed. 

Changes in Pitch, Tempo 
and Dynamics 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• When you sing 
without 
accompaniment it is 
called ‘a cappella’. 

• Harmony means 
playing two notes at 
the same time that 
usually sound good 
together. 

• An ostinato is a 
musical pattern that is 
repeated over and 
over; a vocal ostinato 
is a pattern created 
with your voice. 

• ‘Performance 
directions’ are words 
added to musical 
notation to tell the 
performers how to 
play. 

Haiku, Music and 
Performance 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• A glissando in music 
means a sliding effect 
played on instruments 
or made by your voice. 

• Expressive language 
(like a poem) can be 
used as inspiration for 
composing music. 

• Both instruments and 
voices can create 
audio effects that 
describe something 
you can see. 

• Grouping instruments 
according to their 
timbre can create 
contrasting ‘textures’ 
in music. 

Samba and Carnival 
Sounds and Instruments 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• Samba music 
originated in Brazil, 
South America and its 
main musical feature 
is syncopated 
rhythms. 

• ‘On beat’ is the pulse 
of a piece of music, 
and the ‘off beat’ is 
beats that fall in 
between these. 

• A rhythmic break is a 
place in the music 
where some of the 
instruments play a 
new rhythm before 
going back to the 
original rhythms. 

Adapting and Transposing 
Motifs 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• Musical motifs 
(repeating patterns) 
are used as a building 
block in many well-
known pieces of music 
for example, 
Beethoven’s fifth 
symphony (dah dah 
dah dum!). 

• ‘Transposing’ a 
melody means 
changing its key, 
making it higher or 
lower pitched. 

• A motif can be 
adapted by changing 
the notes, the rhythm 
or the order of notes. 

Lesson 
Sequence  

L1. To identify structure 
and texture in music.              
L2. To use body percussion. 
L3. To create musical 
rhythms using body 

L1. To understand the 
history of rock and roll 
music 
L2. To be able to perform 
with a sense of style 

L1. To sing in two parts 
using expression and 
dynamics. 
L2. To recognise key 
elements of music 

L1. To describe the Hanami 
festival using suitable 
words and sounds.                           
L2. To represent a blossom 
tree using sounds.                         

L1. To recognise and 
identify the main features 
of samba music 
L2. To understand and play 
syncopated rhythms 

L1. To sing in tune and in 
time.                                                    
L2. To understand what a 
musical motif is.                           
L3. To compose and notate 
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percussion.                                
L4. To create simple tunes. 
L5. To build and improve a 
composition. 

L3. To play a walking bass 
line on tuned percussion 
L4. To be able to play a rock 
and roll bass line 
L5. To be able to play a 
rock and roll piece of music 

L3. To perform a vocal 
ostinato 
L4. To create and perform 
an ostinato 
L5. To improve and 
perform a piece of music 
based around ostinatos 

L3. To identify different 
musical features 
using descriptive 
vocabulary.                                          
L4. To work as a group to 
create a piece of music 
celebrating the Hanami 
festival.                                                      
L5. To perform a piece of 
music to celebrate Hanami. 

L3. To play syncopated 
rhythms as part of a group 
L4. To compose a basic 
rhythmic break 
L5. To perform rhythmic 
breaks within the samba 
piece 

a motif.                                              
L4. To develop and 
transpose a musical motif.       
L5. To combine and 
perform different versions 
of a musical motif. 

 

Enrichment  Learning songs for Harvest and Christmas Performance    Summer production 

Prior 
Learning 

Links  

“India” Y3 
Children can verbalise 
feelings about music, read 
musical notation and 
improvise. 

“Rainforests” Y4 
Children can verbalise 
feelings about music, read 
musical notation and 
improvise. 

“Rock and Roll” Y4 
Children can verbalise 
feelings about music, read 
musical notation and 
improvise. 

“Rivers” Y4 
Children can verbalise 
feelings about music, read 
musical notation and 
improvise. 

“Rainforests” Y4 
Children can verbalise 
feelings about music, read 
musical notation and 
improvise. 

“Rainforests” Y4 
Children can verbalise 
feelings about music, read 
musical notation and 
improvise. 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Keyboard, snap, contrast, 
inspiration, loop, boom, 
melody, clicking 

Rock and roll, hand jive, 
bass, style, dynamic, 
vocals, blues, chord 

A cappella, breathing, 
harmony, ostinato, layer, 
percussion, texture, 
accompaniment  

Hanami, glissando, 
pizzicato, composer, col 
legno, haiku, syllables, 
cherry blossom 

Agogo, bateria, carnival, 
crescendo, ensemble, 
chocalho, samba, off-beat 

Backing track, flats, 
crotchet, dotted minim, in-
time, in-tune, bass line, 
semibreve 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject Overview - Music 

Year 5 
 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Sticky 

Knowledge 

Composition Notation 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Simple pictures can be 
used to represent the 
structure 
(organisation) of 
music. 

• A slow tempo and a 
minor key (pitch) can 
be used to make 
music sound sad. 

• In written staff 
notation, notes can go 
on or between lines, 
and that the lines 
show the pitch of the 
note. 

Blues 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• A chord is the layering 
of several pitches 
played at the same 
time. 

• 12-bar Blues is a 
sequence of 12 bars of 
music, made up of 
three different chords. 

•  ‘Blues’ music aims to 
share feelings and 
blues songs tend to be 
about sadness or 
worry. 

• A ‘bent note’ is a note 
that varies in its pitch, 
e.g. the pitch may 
slide up or down. 

• A chord is the layering 
of several pitches 
played at the same 
time. 

 

South and West Africa 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Songs sung in other 
languages can contain 
sounds that are 
unfamiliar to us, like 
the clicks of the Xhosa 
language. 

• ‘The Click Song’ is a 
traditional song sung 
in the Xhosa language 
and is believed to 
bring good luck at 
weddings. 

• Major chords create a 
bright, happy sound. 

• Polyrhythms means 
many rhythms played 
at once. 

Composition to Represent 
Colour 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• A vocal composition is 
a piece of music 
created only using 
voices. 

• Varying effects can be 
created using only 
your voice, for 
example by changing 
the pitch, dynamic or 
tempo of the sound 
made. 

• Human voices have 
their own individual 
timbre, and that this 
can be adapted by 
using the voice in 
different ways. 

• The duration of a note 
or phrase in music can 
be shown using a 
repeated symbol or 
the size of a symbol on 
a graphic score. 

Looping and Remixing 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Dance music is usually 
produced using 
electronic percussion 
sounds, and 
recordings of the 
music are played by 
DJs in clubs or at 
festivals. 

• A loop is a repeated 
rhythm or melody and 
is another word for 
ostinato. 

• Remix is music that 
has been changed, 
usually so it is suitable 
for dancing to. 

Musical Theatre 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Musical theatre 
includes both 
character and action 
songs, which explain 
what is going on and 
how characters feel. 

• Choreography means 
the organisation of 
steps or moves in a 
dance. 

• Musical theatre uses 
transitions, which are 
short passages of 
music used to move 
between sections of 
the musical action. 

Lesson 
Sequence  

L1. To sing with accuracy, 
fluency, control, and 
expression 
L2. To explore and use 
different forms of notation 
L3. To understand note 
length 

L1. To know the key 
features of Blues music 
L2. To play the first line of 
the 12-bar Blues 
L3. To be able to play the 
12-bar Blues 

L1. To sing a traditional 
African song 
unaccompanied 
L2. To use tuned 
percussion to play a chord 
progression 

L1. To understand that 
music can be represented 
with colours 
L2. To represent a piece of 
music as a graphic score 

L1. To play a simple looped 
rhythm from notation 
L2. To explore how sound 
can be layered using loops. 
L3. To play a melody line 
accurately and fluently 

L1. To understand the 
history of musical theatre 
L2. To identify character 
songs and action songs 
L3. To create a musical 
theatre scene 
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L4. To read simple pitch 
notation 
L5. To use hieroglyphs and 
stave notation to write a 
piece of music 

L4. To be able to play the 
Blues scale 
L5. To be able to improvise 
with notes from the Blues 
scale 

L3. To use vocals or tuned 
percussion to perform a 
piece of music as an 
ensemble 
L4. To play call and 
response rhythms using 
percussion instruments 
L5. To create an eigeight-
beateak to play within a 
performance 

L3. To create a vocal 
composition based on a 
picture 
L4. To create a piece of 
music inspired by a single 
colour 
L5. To work as a group to 
perform a piece of music 

L4. To select a section of a 
tune and perform it as a 
loop 
L5. To combine loops to 
create a remix 

L4. To rehearse a musical 
theatre scene 
L5. To perform a musical 
theatre scene 

Enrichment   
Learning songs for Harvest and Christmas Performance 

   Summer production 

Prior 
Learning 

Links  

“Romans” Y4 
Children can create, 
perform and transpose a 
motif as a group using 
musical notation. 

“Egyptians” Y5 
Children can create, 
perform and transpose a 
motif as a group using 
musical notation. 

“Blues” Y5 
Children can create, 
perform and transpose a 
motif as a group using 
musical notation. 

“South and West Africa” Y5 
Children can create, 
perform and transpose a 
motif as a group using 
musical notation. 

“ Romans” Y4 
Children can create, 
perform and transpose a 
motif as a group using 
musical notation. 

“South and West” Africa Y5 
Children can create, 
perform and transpose a 
motif as a group using 
musical notation. 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Features, notation, 
repeating, unison, 
composition, minor key, 
structure, melody, tempo 

Blues, chord, 12 bar blues, 
bar, scale, blues scale, bent 
notes, ascending, 
descending, improvisation 

A cappella, call and 
response, chord 
improvisation, ostinato, 
break, poly-rhythms, 
master drummer, 
syncopation, metronome 

Synesthesia, dynamics 
Holi, graphic score, 
vocal composition, varying, 
duration, phrase 

Riff, remix, ostinato, back 
beat, fragment, accuracy,  
melody line, looped 
rhythm, DJ 

Musical, operetta, 
choreography, lyricist, 
duet, scene, libretto, 
dialogue, director  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject Overview - Music 

Year 6 
 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Sticky 

Knowledge 

Dynamics, Pitch and 
Texture 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• The conductor beats 
time to help the 
performers work well 
together. 

• Improvisation means 
making up music ‘on 
the spot’. 

• Texture can be 
created by adding or 
removing instruments 
in a piece and can 
create the effect of 
dynamic change. 

• Timbre can also be 
thought of as ‘tone 
colour’ and can be 
described in many 
ways e.g. warm or 
cold, rich or bright. 

Baroque 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• Music in which very 
similar parts are 
introduced one by one 
to overlap is called a 
canon. 

• A ‘polyphonic’ texture 
means lots of 
individual melodies 
layered together, like 
a canon. 

• A countermelody is 
different to harmony 
because it uses a 
different rhythm as 
well as 
complementary notes. 

• A canon is a musical 
structure or ‘form’ in 
which an opening 
melody is imitated by 
one or more parts 
coming in one by one. 

• A ‘countersubject’ or 
‘countermelody’ 
provides contrast to 
the main melody. 

• A ground bass is a 
repeating melody 
played on a bass 
instrument in Baroque 
music. 

Film Music 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• A film soundtrack 
includes the 
background music and 
any songs in a film. 

• ‘Major’ key signatures 
use note pitches that 
sound cheerful and 
upbeat.  

• ‘Minor’ key signatures 
use note pitches that 
can suggest sadness 
and tension. 

• ‘Graphic notation’ 
means writing music 
down using your 
choice of pictures or 
symbols but ‘staff 
notation’ means music 
written more formally 
on the special lines 
called ‘staves’. 

Theme and Variations 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• A ‘theme’ is a main 
melody in a piece of 
music. 

• ‘Variations’ in music 
are when a main 
melody is changed in 
some way throughout 
the piece. 

• ‘The Young Person’s 
Guide to the 
Orchestra’ was written 
in 1945 by Benjamin 
Britten. 

• Representing beats of 
silence or ‘rests’ in 
written music is 
important as it helps 
us play rhythms 
correctly. 

Songs of World War 2 
On completion of the unit 

pupils will know… 
 

• ‘Pack up your troubles 
in your old kit bag’ and 
‘We’ll meet again’ are 
examples of songs 
popular during WW2. 

• To know that the Solfa 
syllables represent the 
pitches in an octave. 

• A ‘countersubject’ or 
‘countermelody’ 
provides contrast to 
the main melody. 

• To know that a 
countermelody is 
different to harmony 
because it uses a 
different rhythm as 
well as 

complementary notes. 

Composing and Performing 
a Leavers Song 

On completion of the unit 
pupils will know… 

 

• To know that a chord 
progression is a 
sequence of chords 
that repeats 
throughout a song. 

• To know that a 
melody can be 
adapted by changing 
its dynamics, pitch or 
tempo. 

• To know that chord 
progressions are 
represented in music 
by Roman numerals. 
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Lesson 
Sequence  

L1. To appraise the work of 
a classical composer (Felix 
Mendelssohn). 
L2. To improvise as a 
group, using dynamics and 
pitch. 
L3. To improvise as a 
group, using texture. 
L4. To use knowledge of 
dynamics, texture and pitch 
to create a group 
composition. 
L5. To use teamwork to 
create a group composition 
featuring changes in 
texture, dynamics and 
pitch. 

L1. To understand the 
importance of Monteverdi 
in the history of opera. 
L2. To read and play a 
canon from staff notation. 
L3. To demonstrate an 
understanding of Baroque 
music features when 
composing. 
L4. To combine knowledge 
of staff notation and aural 
awareness to play a fugue. 
L5. To apply their 
understanding of fugue 
structure when performing 
with others. 

L1. To appraise different 
musical features in a 
variety of film contexts 
L2. To identify and 
understand some 
composing techniques in 
film music 
L3. To use graphic scores to 
interpret different 
emotions in film music 
L4. To create and notate 
musical ideas and relate 
them to film music 
L5. To play a sequence of 
musical ideas to convey 
emotion 

L1. To explore the musical 
concept of theme and 
variations 
L2. To compare and 
contrast different 
variations in the piece ‘The 
Young Person’s Guide to 
the Orchestra’ 
L3. To use complex 
rhythms to be able to 
perform a theme 
L4. To play TIKI-TIKI, TI-TIKI 
and TIKI-TI rhythms in 3/4 
time 
L5. To use music notation 
to create visual 
representations of TIKI-TIKI, 
TI-TIKI and TIKI-TI rhythms. 

L1. To use musical 
vocabulary to identify 
features of different eras of 
music 
L2. To improve accuracy in 
pitch and control, singing 
with expression and 
dynamics 
L3. To identify pitches 
within an octave when 
singing 
L4. To use knowledge of 
pitch to develop 
confidence when singing in 
parts 
L5. To be able to notate a 
melody using pitches up to 
an octave 

L1. To listen to and 
describe music 
L2. To write lyrics for a 
song                                         
L3. To organise lyrics into a 
song structure 
L4. To use vocal 
improvisation and known 
melodies against a backing 
track 
L5. To compose a melody 
L6. To compose a verse 
melody 

Enrichment  Learning songs for Harvest and Christmas Performance    Summer production 
Leavers assembly 

Prior 
Learning 

Links  

“Musical Theatre” Y5 
Children can perform in 
time with their groups, 
ensuring smooth 
transitions between spoken 
dialogue, singing and 
dancing. 

“Musical Theatre” Y5 
Children can perform in 
time with their groups, 
ensuring smooth 
transitions between spoken 
dialogue, singing and 
dancing. 

“Musical Theatre” Y5 
Children can perform in 
time with their groups, 
ensuring smooth 
transitions between spoken 
dialogue, singing and 
dancing. 

“Film Music” Y6 
Children can perform in 
time with their groups, 
ensuring smooth 
transitions between spoken 
dialogue, singing and 
dancing. 

“Fingal’s Cave” Y6 
Children can perform in 
time with their groups, 
ensuring smooth 
transitions between spoken 
dialogue, singing and 
dancing. 

“Film Music” Y6 
Children can Perform in 
time with their groups, 
ensuring smooth 
transitions between spoken 
dialogue, singing and 
dancing. 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Audio, depicting, texture, 
pitch, dynamics, conductor, 
improvisation, ensemble, 
composition, graphic score 

Baroque, bass clef, canon 
Fugue, ground bass, opera 
Oratorio, polyphonic, 
recitative 

Accelerando, chromatics, 
clashing, crescendo, 
tension, unison, interval, 
tremolo, timpani, modulate 

3/4 time, 4/4 time, 
accidentals, legato, 
phrases, diaphragm, 
staccato, pizzicato, semi-
quaver, translate 

Morale, troops, frontline, 
Vera Lynn, contrast, 
countermelody, solfa, 
diaphragm, Do Re Mi 

Arrangement, chord 
progression, diminuendo, 
forte, ritardando, allegro, 
largo, upbeat, poetic 

 

 
 

 


