Bright Futures
EDUCATIONAL TRUST

The best for everyone, the best from everyone

Elmridge
Primary School

BRIGHT FUTURES EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Homework

Policy

Approved by: LGB Date: July 2023

Last reviewed on: December 2025

Next reviewed by: December 2027




School Vision
“Unlocking potential, inspiring success, celebrating diversity!”

Rationale

At Elmridge Primary School, we are proud to have a curriculum, which stimulates our children and
enables them to develop into confident, understanding, global citizens with a love of learning and
respect for each other and the world around them. Our curriculum is engaging, challenging and
ambitious, encompassing and celebrating all curriculum areas, helping to ensure that our children
develop the knowledge and skills they need to excel, and become high achieving citizens. We believe
that homework can add much to a pupil’s development and attainment and is therefore an
important part of a child’s education.

Aims

Through implementation of this policy, we aim to:

e Give pupils the opportunity to extend their learning in areas of personal interest

e Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school

e Encourage children to develop the confidence, independence, self-discipline and motivation
needed to study on their own and prepare them for the next phase of education

e Ensue that homework is relevant and meaningful for the child linked to work done at school

e Make expectations about homework clear to children, parents and other carers

e Provide opportunities for parents and children to work together, thereby, fostering an effective
partnership between home and school

Why do we value homework?

Children benefit greatly from the mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to
learn both at home and at school. By valuing home-school learning, pupils are afforded the chance
to practice skills, consolidate understanding of work covered in the classroom and to widen their
own interests. Moreover, developing good study habits provides an opportunity for pupils to
develop self-discipline, independence and the ability to take responsibility for their own learning.

Principles

e The amount and difficulty of homework is tailored according to the child’s age and ability

e Sufficient time is allowed for the completion of homework to allow for a healthy
home/schoolwork balance

e As the children progress through the school so the amount of homework increases

e Teachers ensure that the tasks are differentiated, purposeful and aimed at developing and
consolidating basic skills

e Teachers provide parents and pupils with clear learning objectives and motivational instructions
for tasks as well as clear examples of work to guide both children and adults

e High expectations for neat presentation are in place to ensure that children maintain a similar
high standard of work at home as in school

e Homework should be linked to previous learning and key skills and must be meaningful and
relevant

e Parents will be informed about our aims in setting homework and about the importance this
type of work plays in children’s education



Homework Activities
Our homework is designed to build upon the concepts and skills that pupils have been learning in
class.

Timetable
Reading Spellings Maths & English

Monday

Daily reading is
Tuesday recorded in reading

iary. P

Wednesday d.|ary arents to Due in

sign weekly.
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Friday Goes home Goes home

Spelling test in class

A breakdown of how homework is structured in each class is provided below. This has been designed
to encourage a gradual progression of skills and expectation so that by the time children reach Year
6 they have established a clear routine in preparation for secondary school.

Homework is set during term time only, and children will not be given formal homework over school
holidays. However, there may be optional or informal activities such as challenges set by school
ambassadors or practising learning lines and songs for school productions.

The only exception to this is Year 6, who will be given SATs revision to complete over the Easter
holidays in preparation for the statutory assessments.

Foundation Stage

e Phonics letter formation practise/flashcards/ Tricky word practise

e Read electronic decodable phonics book

e Home reader for comprehension and enrichment — recorded in reading diary and signed by
parent

e Reading for pleasure - library book to share with parents

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)

e Daily reading recording in the reading diary and signed by parents

e Children will be given a list of spellings to learn which will follow the spelling patterns taught in
their phased groups or linked to curriculum

e Learning of multiplication facts 2, 5, 10 (and starting on 3 when ready) using Times Table Rock
Stars

e A maths and English task to consolidate recent learning from class

e Reading for pleasure — library book



Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)

e Daily reading recording in the reading diary and signed by parents

e Children will be given a list of spellings to learn which will follow the spelling patterns taught in
their phased groups or linked to curriculum

e Learning times tables through practical task or TT Rockstars

e A maths and English task to consolidate recent learning from class

e Reading for pleasure — library book

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6)

e Daily reading recording in the reading diary and signed by parents

e Children will be given a list of spellings to learn which will follow the spelling patterns taught in
their phased groups or linked to curriculum

e A maths and English task to consolidate recent learning from class

o  Weekly times tables practise if required

e Reading for pleasure — library book

e From the Spring Term, Y6 children will also have SATs revision as homework

Expectations

e Itis the expectation that all children will attempt to complete homework tasks, either in their
homework book or directly on Seesaw, to the best of their ability

e Dates for handing homework in are always made explicit by the class teacher

e Pupils are expected to complete homework to the same high standards insisted on in class e.g.
neat handwriting, accurate use of full stops and capital letters etc.

Marking and Feedback

Homework is acknowledged and valued as an important part of pupils’ learning. All homework
completed by pupils will be recognised, with team points awarded to celebrate effort, engagement
and completion.

Homework will be marked in a variety of ways, depending on the purpose and nature of the task.
This may include:

e Teacher or Teaching Assistant marking, using our school’s marking codes (Appendix 1)

e Whole-class marking or feedback, which may include self- and peer-marking

Homework that is submitted after the deadline cannot be guaranteed to be marked, although it will
still be acknowledged where possible.

Although there is no sanction for not completing homework, children completing homework to a
high standard and on time will be rewarded with team points and/or recognition in Celebration
Assembly.

Pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

Homework will be adapted where necessary to ensure it is accessible, meaningful and supportive for
pupils with SEND. The purpose of homework for these pupils is to consolidate learning and build
confidence, in line with their individual needs and targets.



Adaptations may include, but are not limited to:

Additional scaffolding or guidance to support understanding and independence
Modified or alternative tasks that reflect pupils’ individual learning needs
Differentiated spelling lists or learning activities

Reduced quantity of work, where appropriate, to focus on key skills

Practical or alternative ways of completing tasks to support engagement

Teachers will work closely with parents/carers to ensure homework supports progress while
remaining manageable and positive for pupils.

How can parents help their child with homework?
Below is a list of ways that parents can show their child that they value their homework and the time
and effort spent completing it. The school will also provide clear and regular reminders of their

expectation when it comes to homework. As a school we hope that you will find this guidance
helpful in supporting your child fully with their homework.

You can show you value your child’s homework by:

Signing your child’s reading diary each week

Prompting your child to look at any help videos or websites provided

Providing a suitable place in which your child can do their homework, preferably with an
adult to discuss, encourage and support

Making it clear to your child that you value homework and support the school in explaining
how it can help learning

Encouraging your child and praising them when they have completed work set

Checking your child’s completed homework to show that it is a true reflection of their best
efforts

Ensuring work is complete and returned to school on time

Notifying the class teacher via Seesaw if you have any questions or concerns

Checking your child spends a suitable amount of time on homework.

While we appreciate parents’ support with homework, the following approaches are not helpful and
can limit children’s learning and independence:

Completing the homework for your child, rather than encouraging them to try their best
independently

Providing answers instead of guidance, as this prevents children from developing problem-
solving skills

Using artificial intelligence (Al) tools or online answer generators to complete homework
tasks, as this removes the learning challenge and does not reflect your child’s understanding
Expecting perfection, as mistakes are an important part of learning

Allowing excessive screen time or distractions during homework tasks.

We encourage parents and carers to support homework by offering encouragement, discussing
learning, and praising effort, while allowing children to take ownership of their work.



Additionally, you can support your child’s development by:

e Visits to libraries, museums etc.

e Cooking with them

e Taking your child swimming

e Playing games, e.g. board games, cards, ball games

e Watching informative TV programmes together

e Providing opportunities for craft activities, e.g. cutting, sticking, sewing, painting etc.

e Gardening and growing plants

e Using the internet to research something with your child (following guidelines for safe
internet use)

e Talking to your child about schoolwork, their day, what they have been learning about and
how they have been learning.

Remember: Homework is about reinforcing, practicing and confidence building. Enthusing your child
about undertaking homework and modelling the high value of homework to them is of key
importance. Make it fun!

Please share any of the additional activities completed with us so we can celebrate your child’s
successes and progress too!

Home/School Partnership Agreement

This sets out the expectations from parents, pupils and school. A copy will be distributed at the start
of each new school year for signing. Following on from this a copy will be scanned on their school
file.

Monitoring

This policy will be reviewed every two years by the curriculum lead. At every review, the policy will
be shared with the governing board.



Appendix 1

Our Marking Codes

Excellent vocabulary / phrase / method

v Correct
o Recheck this / have another go
Sp Check your spellings
/i New paragraph needed
P Check your punctuation
CL Capital letter is missing
A Word or digit is missing

S Next steps
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