
Year 5 Autumn Term Newsletter

Maths

In Maths, we will be looking at decimals in our continued exploration of place value, 
before moving on to finding efficient ways to calculate costs and give change with 

money. Then we will study negative numbers, multiplication and division.

English

Year 5 will start with a short poetry unit. We will then be reading ‘Young, Gifted and Black’ 
alongside ‘Race to the Frozen North’ to inspire our own diaries. 

We will also read ‘Beowolf’ by Michael Morpurgo in order to write a further adventure for 
Beowulf, inventing our own monster and incorporating the motives and viewpoint of the 

monster. The key features we will be looking at can be found on the English Pages.

Science

We will start by studying properties of materials:
1. How can we group materials?

2. What are thermal insulators and conductors?
3. How can we test the hardness of materials?

4. Which materials are soluble?
5. How can we test solubility?

6. How can we separate materials?
After this we will study forces (more information on Science sheets).

Computing
We will be learning about Systems and Searching; students will learn how computers work and how 

information is transferred between systems and devices. We will develop our understanding of 
how the internet works; the difference between the internet and the World Wide Web, and how 

data is sent through the internet. 
After this we will be exploring Video Production.

History

We will learn about Ancient Greece; the key achievements of the Ancient Greek empire and its 
impact upon today.

Geography
Children will learn where in Europe the Alps are and what life is like there. We will compare our 

local area to that of the Alps, considering the human and physical features of both places.

We hope that you will find our newsletter and 
knowledge organisers below useful. Please do not 
hesitate to contact Miss Bolton if you have any 

questions.



PSHE
Me and My Relationships will teach about; Feelings; Friendship skills; Assertive skills;

Cooperation; Recognising emotional needs.
Being my best - Children will learn about how their independence will increase as they grow older. This 

independence will influence their confidence.

PE

In hockey,  we will improve our defending and attacking skills playing even-sided games.
In playground leader training, we will learn how to lead younger pupils in different games.

In the second half term, we will learn about gymnastics and basketball.

RE
In the first half term we will be looking at what makes us human. We will look at 

how to develop our spiritual awareness and being respectful to other peoples’ 
views. 

In the second half term we will look at where morals come from in religious texts 
and what this teaches us.

Art

We will be exploring the purpose and impact of the images from the ‘Space Race’ era of the 1950s and 
1960s. We will experiment with different materials and processes before creating a futuristic image.

DT 

In DT, the children are learning how gears and pulleys can be used to make mechanisms move. They will 
use this knowledge to design and create their own eco gadget, thinking carefully about how it could 

help people or the environment.

Spanish

We will be learning how to talk about school and our subjects, before learning how to talk about time 
spent in the city.

.
Music

Based on the theme of Ancient Egypt, children learn to identify the pitch and rhythm of written notes 
and experiment with notating their compositions, developing their understanding of staff notation. 

After this, we will learn to identify the key features and mood of Blues music and its importance and 
purpose.  

Homework
Homework is set on Friday and due on Wednesday. 
Please see MCAS for details of your Spelling, English and 
Maths tasks for the week.  
Please ensure you are reading every day and  recording this in 
your reading diaries. 



English Autumn 1



English Autumn 2



Maths

Decimals

- Understand tenths as part of a whole, represent and calculate mentally

- Compose and calculate with decimals including column addition and 
subtraction

- Understand hundredths as parts of a whole and represent

- Use knowledge of decimals to solve problems in different contexts: length

Multiplication

- Multiply a 3 or 2-digit number by a 1-digit number using partitioning and 

representations 

- Multiply a 3 or 2-digit number by a 1-digit number using expanded 

multiplication (no regroups)

- Multiply a 3 or 2-digit number by a 1-digit number using short multiplication

- Multiply a 3 or 2-digit number by a 1-digit number using expanded 

multiplication

- Estimate and multiply a 3 or 2-digit by a 1-digit number using expanded and 

short multiplication

Division
- Divide a 3 or 2-digit by a 1-digit number using partitioning.

- Divide a 3 or 2-digit by a 1-digit number using representations with exchanging 

and remainders

- Divide a 3 or 2-digit by a 1-digit number using short division with regrouping 

and remainders.

- Use short division when the hundreds digit is smaller than the divisor

- Use efficient division strategies to solve problems

- Solve problems involving multiplication and division

- Solve problems involving multiplication and division in a range of contexts

Negative Numbers
- Interpret numbers greater than and less than zero in different contexts

- Read and write negative numbers

- Explain how the value of a number relates to its position from zero

- Identify and place negative numbers on a number line

- Interpret sets of negative and positive numbers in a range of contexts

- Use knowledge of positive and negative numbers to calculate intervals

- Explain how negative numbers are used on a coordinate grid

- Use knowledge of positive and negative numbers to interpret graphs

- Solve problems involving positive and negative numbers in a range of contexts

Money
- Explain and represent whole pounds and pence as a quantity of money

- Convert quantities of money between pounds and pence

- Use knowledge of addition to add commonly used prices efficiently

- Use and explain the most efficient strategies when subtracting quantities of 

money

- Calculate change when purchasing several items

- Solve a range of word problems, including finding change.
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History



Geography



Art



DT
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